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Cryo-electron microscopy (cryo-EM) reached single-atom resolution in 2020, enabling 
the location of individual atoms in a protein to be determined for the first time (Nakane 
et al.). Since 2020, researchers have investigated the protein structures of SARS-CoV-2 
ion channels, human membrane proteins, HIV and tau filaments. Ultimately, these 
developments will help researchers gain a better understanding, at unprecedented 
resolution, of how proteins work in health and disease, with the potential to aid the 
design of better therapeutics.
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